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M essenger 
We, the Roman Catholic community of St. Mary Parish under the patronage of our Blessed Mother, 

will proclaim, celebrate, and live out faith in God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
and who sanctifies us in word and sacrament. 

St. Mary Sixth Graders at STEM Camp  “Spirit Day” Confirmation Retreat 

Second Graders Celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Enjoying Outdoor Activities  
Together as a Family 

“Come Pray With Me” Men’s Retreat Kindergartners Share Their  
Favorite Books Online 

St. Mary’s Students Make 
Cards to Support Our Nurses 



From the Pastor 
God Has Not Changed 
By Father Dan Redmond 

Dear Parish Family, 
Since the last publication of the 

St. Mary’s Messenger, our world has 
changed.  As I write to you, we have 
become all too familiar with terms 
such as, “Stay at Home Order,” 
“Flattening the Curve,” and “Social 
Distancing.”  It is difficult to think of 
any area of our lives that has not been 
impacted by the Coronavirus. 

Many have lost their jobs and, 
sadly, many have lost their lives.  We 
have become familiar with wearing 
protective masks and gloves.  Our 
Churches are temporarily closed to 
services and the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass must be viewed online. So much 
has changed.  Still, there are some 
things that have not changed. 

The one, true God who is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit still reigns 
Supreme.  God is still with us.  God’s 
love for us is unconditional.  God is 
still at work in our lives.  We can and 
must pray to God.  We can and must 
trust in God’s goodness.   

There is no “playbook” for a 
pandemic.  We are coping as a Church 
and as a society as we walk along this 
uncharted path.  As Catholics, we can 
draw upon Scripture and Tradition to 
serve as sure guides on this journey.  
The richness of our Catholic faith can 
be a sure compass as we navigate the 
waters of this uncertain time.  
Ultimately, it is our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life 
for us at this time and at all times. 

I pray that you and your loved 
ones will be healthy during this crisis.  
Let’s pray for all those who have been 
afflicted with this virus.  Let’s pray for 
all those who care for the sick.  May 
the Lord bless you and keep you in His 
loving hands.   

Fr. Dan Redmond 
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Father Dan Redmond 

 Saint Mary Parish is offering a 
convenient, new service for 
contributions!  Online Giving as an 
electronic tool for contributions so you 
can give via the Internet.  It is very 
easy to use and requires no special 
knowledge other than how to access 
the Internet.  Online Giving helps you 
maintain your giving even if we cannot 
be together at Mass.  This also helps 
the parish streamline our cash flow, 
especially during bad weather or 
vacation times (or even a pandemic!). 
 This convenient system does not 
require you to contact your bank to 
sign up or to make changes.  You can 

use any of your checking or savings 
accounts (even your credit card!) and 
the funds will be automatically 
transferred to our parish bank 
account.  This system is more 
convenient for the parish than 
electronic checks from your 
bank.  And it’s convenient for you 
because you can make changes at any 
time.  You can see reports on your 
contribution history and generate tax 
statements at each year’s end.  Visit 
our website to sign up and to begin 
contributing automatically to our 
parish.  Go to our parish website at 
www.stmarychardon.org to get started. 

Online Giving 
By Linda Ropchak 

http://www.stmarychardon.org/


 In this time when we are staying 
at home, it is a great opportunity to 
explore our parish faith resource 
called FORMED.  It is totally FREE! 
 As you may have heard, each of 
us have been given this gift – a 
subscription to the nationally 
recognize Catholic material on 
FORMED.  This is free to everyone 
within the St. Mary parish boundary – 
parishioner or not.   
 To sign up simply go to:  
stmarychardon.formed.org to sign-
up for full access to all of the 
materials.  
 FORMED is an online resource 
that provides Catholic content in the 
areas of:  

• Family entertainment  
 Videos for all ages 
 Audio dramas 

 

• Scripture study 
 Daily and weekly reflections 

on the readings 
 Full scripture studies  

 

• Adult faith formation  
 Sacraments 
 Basis of our faith 
 Spiritual development 
 Marriage enrichment 

 

• Young adult learning 
 What we believe and why 
 Biographies of the saints and 

religious leaders  
 

• Child oriented material  
 Sacraments  
 Faith development 

 

 The format of the material varies 
to address many learning styles and 
preferences – including movies, video 
series products with discussion guides, 
audio books and short items for 
download, eBooks for download. 
 While most of the material is 
good for all ages, there are also 
programs geared more to specific 

groups such as women, men, teens, 
young adults, children, those seeking 
to see who Christ is, and those 
wanting to deepen their relationship 
with our Lord.     
 There are three major features of 
Formed that we as a parish are 
beginning to use and understand, that 
can add significantly to the value of 
FORMED.  
 

1. Use of FORMED in group 
discussions.  Many of these 
programs are structured to allow 
participants to watch the material 
in advance, then gather for 
discussion to enhance 
understanding and enjoyment of 
the information, so we may share 
the message with others. 

2. Ability to share on social media 
our favorite parts of programs.  
Each item has a quick link to 
share the topic via Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest, or email  

3. Ability to comment on specific 
topics or materials.  You will 
notice there are viewer ratings 
and comments for most 
materials.  As we move forward 
with St Mary Chardon groups 
and more people participate, we 
will be able to use the comments 
and ratings specifically on the St 
Mary site to allow for dialog on 
topics and to request what 
subjects we all would like to see 
discussion groups formed on.  

 Please sign up soon to take a 
look at the wealth of information that 
is available. If you are having any 
difficulty, please contact Tom Peshek 
at tpeshek@stmarychardon.org.   
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Teaching 
Formed — A Great Faith Resource  
By Deacon Tom Peshek 

Several of the high quality 
Catholic materials on the 

FORMED website. 

mailto:tpeshek@StMaryChardon.org


Teaching 
Remote Learning Underway 
By Friederike Winterstellar 

 Dear St. Mary School 
Families, 
 The past few months have been 
quite different than usual, to say the 
least, and I would like to share with you 
what has been happening. 
 In March, our sixth graders 
attended a weeklong STEM camp 
offered by the Cuyahoga National 
Valley Park.  This program includes 
interdisciplinary, experimental and place 
based learning in the Cuyahoga River 
watershed.  The rivers, ponds, meadows 
and forests of Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park serve as the students’ outdoor 
classroom.  Topics such as 
sustainability, human impact on the 
environment and the interconnectedness 
of the natural world are included in this 
program.  Additionally, classic camp 
activities such as hiking, freshly 
prepared food, campfires and songs 
made this a wonderful experience. 
 Our sixth graders also graduated 
from the Peers Learning Useable Skills 
(P.L.U.S.) program, a 14 week-long 
drug/violence prevention and personal 
safety skills education provided by 
Officer Willis.  Congratulations! 
 Later in March, schools were 
closed due to the current COVID 19 
pandemic until further notice. 
 Being home all day is NOT our 
normal and our children are grieving. 
They lost in-person time with friends, 
their daily routine and the predictability 
of life that gives us security.  A special 
thanks to our parents and students for 
taking on this huge challenge! 

Our teachers worked hard to 
establish a remote learning program for 
their specific grade level and are 
continuously modifying this type of 
learning.  We are frequently meeting as 
a team to effectively evaluate our 
current teaching and continue with best 
practices under the given circumstances.  
Furthermore, all Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of Cleveland are receiving great 
support from the Office of Catholic 
Education (OCE.)  We are committed to 
doing our best at this time to continue 
with the education and faith formation 
of our students. 

Thanks also to Father Redmond 
for all that he continues to do to lead in 
this historic challenge. 

While these unprecedented times 
are challenging, this also allows us to 
spend more time as a family and we can 
be thankful for that.  My family has 
established a new routine and we enjoy 
exploring the beautiful parks in our area.    

Looking ahead, we are planning 
for the upcoming school year and cannot 
wait to welcome everyone back.  

A special thanks to our parents and 
parish community for all your support 
and help during this time.  We are 
blessed by your commitment to make St. 
Mary’s a special place for our students.  

Yours in Christ, 

Mrs. Friederike 
Wintersteller - Principal   
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Exploring and enjoying 
nature at some of our 

beautiful parks! 



5 

Teaching 

6th graders attend a weeklong STEM camp at Cuyahoga Valley National Park. 

6th graders graduated from the P.L.U.S.  
Peers Learning Useable Skills program. 

Members of the after school Art Club make St. Patrick’s Day crafts. 

Preschoolers exchange valentines. 

CYO 7th grade boys basketball team won the 
championship at the St. Dominic’s tournament. 

2nd graders 
build models 
of towns for a 
Social Studies 
STEM project . 



Celebrating 
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The RCIA Journey of Faith  
By Deacon Larry Boehnlein 

As members of the St. Mary Parish Community and the RCIA 
Team we are looking forward to the day in the near future that we can 
welcome into full initiation our 3 candidates  and 4 catechumens in the 
Catholic Church. They have participated in the RCIA program this past 
year because of a desire to be part of the Catholic Community of faith. 
We ask you to keep them in your prayers as they wait for this day. They 
have each written the following about themselves and their personal 
faith journey to share with you. 

 
 

 My name is Tina Ballash. I’m currently a stay at home mother 
undergoing treatments for metastized germ cell colorectal carcinoma. I 
have 2 biological and 2 soon to be step children that I enjoy spending 
time with. I also like coloring, cleaning and organizing. Originally I 
started RCIA because my fiancé wanted to get married in the church. 
However after beginning this journey, I realized I needed a much 
stronger relationship with our Lord and savior. I have begun to find 
inner peace and my faith has increased immensely. I look forward to 
being baptized and to participation in the sacraments, and to becoming 
part of a strong faith community continuing my faith journey for as 
long as I live. 
 
 
 My name is Angellyna Ballash, the only teenager in RCIA. I’m 
15 and a freshman at Chardon High School. My hobbies consist of 
cheerleading, power tumbling, working out, and art. My mother 
brought me to RCIA and I soon grew to love the community of St. 
Mary Church. RCIA has helped me to have a better connection to the 
people around me and to the church. I look forward to my baptism and 
continuing to grow in my faith and volunteering my time to helping 
with events at the church. Overall I’ve slowly grown into myself with 
the help of Deacon Larry, Mike and the RCIA team. 
 
 
 
 My name is Amanda Rowe and I’m in the RCIA program at St. 
Mary Church. I’m an acute care nurse practitioner and work in critical 
care. In my free time I enjoy traveling with my fiancé Jonathan. I joined 
RCIA because having religious structure in my life is important for me 
both personally and in my marriage. I look forward to joining and 
becoming a member of the community at St. Mary’s. 
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Celebrating 
 Hello my name is Jodi Hamilton. I am the mother of 3 beautiful 
children. My career is in healthcare. I love hunting, fishing, and helping 
others. What brought me to RCIA is feeling a calling to be closer to God. 
I look forward to my baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic 
Church so I can participate fully in the Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 Hello everyone my name is John Hamilton. I am a 5th grade 
student at Chardon Middle School. I love reading, making comic books, 
and playing video games. RCIC, Rite of Christian Initiation for Children, 
has taught me to put God in the center of my life. I look forward to my 
baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic Church and to making 
my mother proud of me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 My name is Norm Galloway. I am now retired. I owned and 
managed a couple of Irish pubs, Muldoons on Vine Street and 
Hannigan’s Pub. I also was a licensed Real Estate appraiser and worked 
for myself. It all kept me pretty busy. My favorite thing to do is watch 
my grandchildren play their favorite sports. I have been married to Barb 
for 53 years in a Catholic Church, our son went to St. Mary School and 
then to Lake Catholic. Our grandchildren followed their parents by going 
to Lake. We have lived in Chardon for 44 years and I have gone to 
church with Barb at St. Mary’s. I felt that the time was right to become 
Catholic and join the church with her. We have a lot of friends that 
belong to St. Mary Parish and I enjoy seeing them at church. I enjoyed 
my time in RCIA and look forward to belonging to Mary’s and to 
participating in the sacramental life of the church.   
 
 
 My name is Brad Camposo and I have been journeying along 
with the RCIA team and candidates for the past year. I’m the owner of 
Premier Custom Builders. My beautiful wife, Becky, and my family 
brought me to RCIA. I look forward to the day when I can take 
Communion and become part of the sacramental life of the church with 
my family. 
 
 
 In September we will resume our RCIA  journey of faith; if you 
or someone you know has not begun or completed their sacrament of 
initiation into the Catholic faith we welcome you to join us on this 
exciting journey. For more information or answers to any questions you 
might have call 440-488-0764. May the blessings of the Easter season be 
with each of you as you continue on your own journeys of faith.   
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Teaching 

We miss you and look forward to 
seeing all of our families again soon!  
We are saddened that we had to end the 
year as we did and transition into 
homeschooling for the remainder of the 
year.  We are working through it as it is 
an unprecedented time for our 
community.  Our families have been 
busy turning in their assignments. 
Hopefully we will be able to come back 
soon and be able to gather together to 
celebrate the Lord in Mass and class. 
However, our Sacraments still remain on 
hold until we are able to celebrate once 
again we keep our candidates in our 
prayers.  

Our Confirmation candidates were 
able to have their Spirit Day retreat in 
March and had a “Jungletastic” time.  
They were led by the Lifeteen ministry 
and had a full day of activities planned.  
They watched skits, made crafts, 
participated in table discussions, ate 
lunch, had private reflection, and ended 
with Mass.  

Our second graders will see their 
Jesus Day retreat in fall this year as they 
wait to make their First Holy 
Communion.  We look forward to 
sharing in this day with all of them.  
They were able to make their first 
Reconciliation in February.  They were 
happy to receive the Sacrament and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  They 
completed three stations with their 
families and saw the importance of love, 
faith and spiritual renewal and 
forgiveness.  

Upcoming for the next year is a 
tentative parent meeting scheduled at the 
end of May for Summer Homeschool. 
This may change though due to the 
virus.  The registration is also up on the 
Parish website for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  It will also be emailed out and can 
also be picked up in the Parish office.   

PSR 

St. Mary Chardon 

Parish School  
of Religion 

News on the PSR Front 
By Heather Gady 

Art projects to 
express our Faith 
from the inside to 

the outside! 
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Celebrating 
Second Graders Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

LifeTeen Leads the “Spirit Days” Confirmation Retreat 



Participating 
Order Delicious Food for Takeout and Support St. Mary’s 

FRIDAY TAKEOUT FROM OUR HOUSES TO YOURS: 
 
Pizza, Ribs and Weekly Specials Available 
 
Weekly menus and ordering instructions will be emailed to our fellow Parishioners or can be found on the St. 
Mary Chardon Parish Facebook page.  Curbside pickup is in the rear parking lot at St. Mary’s (hours of pickup 
are Friday from 4:30-6:00).  Cash, checks and credit cards accepted.  Pay at pickup.  A portion of the proceeds 
will benefit St. Mary PTU. 
 
To receive a menu or to place an order, please include your name and desired pickup time: 
email:   admin@thereservehouse.com  
text:  440-665-0545 
 
Thank you for your support! 

mailto:admin@thereservehouse.com

